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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……
As of the date of this writing, I have been at Immanuel for one year, four months, and 25 days! I am still
amazed at the hospitality of this community and this place of worship. In those almost 17 months, we have hosted
two Vacation Bible Schools, nine youth have been confirmed, we have hosted numerous meals and ecumenical
worship services in our building, the altar has been moved away from the wall, we have seen the baptisms of one
adult and one child (another child baptism is scheduled for September 10), almost ten people have transferred
their membership to Immanuel, and the list keeps growing daily. My point is that we are doing ministry well in
Coleridge!
So, we have two opportunities to add to the list of ways that we are doing ministry in our little part of the world.
First, on September 10, at a Special Congregational meeting, we will vote on whether or not to adopt the use of Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, or the Nu-Cranberry hymnal that I have been promoting for several months now. This hymnal offers ten worship settings from
the very hard to the very easy. It also offers old favorite hymns, such as Jesus Loves Me! It also includes another of my favorite hymns,
Will You Come and Follow Me! Many hymns that we knew and loved as younger folks were changed to a different tune in the Lutheran
Book of Worship, the green hymnal. In the Nu-Cranberry hymnal, these were changed back to the original well-known tune.
In the back of the hymnal, the Small Catechism is included. I often like to quote the Small Catechism and having it in the hymnal
would be a God-send for me. It would be a blessing to be able to have folks look at certain sections of the Small Catechism as I
mention it in the sermon.
So why change to a new hymnal? Well, the simplest answer is that many ELCA congregations have already adopted the ELW.
Sometimes folks from other ELCA congregations visit in our congregation and it would be nice if we also had the new hymnal. And
when folks from here visit in other ELCA congregations that have the ELW, they would already be familiar with the new hymnal. Those
are just a few of my reasons for wanting to adopt a newer hymnal.
As of this writing, 81 ELW’s have been pledged! The Endowment Committee has pledged to match the first 80, so as of now, we
will have 166 hymnals available. The actual cost to the church is the cost plus shipping of 5 hymnals —the ones we used for people to
preview. All the other hymnals will be paid for by our membership and the Endowment Committee. Thanks to all who have pledged!
Second, as a part of a transition to worship that might attract the younger ages, I have asked for a study to calculate the cost and
benefits of using a projection system for worship. My goal is that EVERYTHING said during worship would be on the screen, including
the parts of the liturgy assigned to the worship leader (usually me). In my mind, this could eliminate the use of bulletins, and therefore
save money on our paper costs. Initially it will cost a significant sum to install the projection, but then it’s a matter of a volunteer to “run”
the projection. Liturgy means “the work of the people,” so this is another opportunity for “work.”
Currently the projection study is on hold since the January Annual Meeting. This was voted on so that the video project could be
completed. You may have noticed a camera at the rear of the nave. The video project is probably 95% complete, so I feel it’s time to
ramp up the study of the projection system so that we can move forward with that project.
As I said above, there will be an initial cost for the projection system. I cannot give you an accurate figure for the cost. It will not be
cheap, nor should it be. It will need to be up to date and done properly! But again, after the initial cost, we can realize some savings in
our paper usage. So I ask you to prayerfully consider what you can give, over and above your usual giving, to support the purchase
and installation of a projection system to be used in worship.
“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks
for you as I remember you in my prayers. (My emphasis!) I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
—Ephesians 1:15—19

In Christ,

Pr. Russ+

Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting August 21, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Claudet Wege, Council Secretary, pending approval @ the September Council Meeting

Those present were: Pastor Russell Lambert, Chairman Herb Bose, Claude Hofeldt, Alisha
Stone, Heather Loberg, Jeff Hansen, Sheri Krei, Terry Ebberson, Dallas Graham, Claudet Wege
& guest Angie Hall.
Chairman Herb brought the meeting to order & Pastor Russ led the group with devotions &
prayer. He reflected upon the continuing study of "I Am A Church Member" by Thom S. Rainer chapter five "I Will Lead
My Family to be Healthy Church Members".
Secretary' Minutes: MSC to approve the Secretary's Minutes as written.
Treasurer's Report: Questions & review of the expense details - MSC to accept the Treasure's Report as written.
Property Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Furnace room floor drain was plugged - Lackas Service from Laurel repaired.
Water fountain was not working properly - Lackas Service repaired but may have to return as leakage was found
on the carpet.
Cemetery Sign - damage was found on the decorative bottom part of the sign on the north & west sides - will
need repair.
AC/Furnace Thermostat - Angie volunteered to program the church thermostat to conserve on energy.
Cemetery pests have been active again - will schedule another work day.
Voluntary Snow Removal: Doug Hahne - Lawn Ridge Cemetery, Sylvan Olsen - the church parking lot, & Keith
Fiscus - the church parsonage drive way. Don Hahne, Sylvan & Keith have done this for Immanuel for many
years & we thank them!

ILCW Report: Reminder dates - Please consider & pray for each of these callings!
•
•

September 6, 2017 - ILCW General Meeting with election of officers.
April 28, 2018 - Spring Gathering @ Immanuel - need volunteers & program ideas.

Luther League Report: Incoming party at the "Drop Zone" & pizza in Sioux City was a success with five members
attending. Next meeting in September - no date set yet.
Sunday School Report: None

Office Report: None

Evangelism Committee: Three members on this committee at this time - Pastor & Linda Lambert & Jenny Bartling. Jacie
Burbach & Charlotte Hall both have resigned.
Chairman's Report:
•
•

Lengthy discussion on financials for tech. projects.
Pastor Sharing was discussed. Pastor stated that he will be doing funerals & weddings for St. John's Lutheran
Church at Randolph. Their minister's one year contract will end on August 31st, 2017. They have a PMA (Pastor
Minister Associate). Herb said that the "Minister Sharing" is a very complicated endeavor & we probably won't
be tackling that for now.

•

•

Harvest Meal date was set for Sunday, October 8th, 2017 - Angie & Jay Hall will provide the cooked turkeys as
they have in the past. Thank you for that!!! Council Members will do the cooking & serving with assistance
from the Luther League. Jeff & Alisha will chair the project.
Credit cards - Two credit cards have been approved - Angie & Pastor each have one for expenses. The Council
will receive copies of the statements from each for review.

Pastor's Report:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pastor presented a written report listing visitations community, congregational & upcoming dates. Highlights
were:
70th Anniversary & vow renewal for Don & Betty Heitman.
There will be a Community-wide Reformation Celebration Worship on October 29th at the Community with a
pot-luck following Fr. David Liewer & Pastor co-preside.
Thank you for the time to get away & renew!
Shepherd of the Hills, Omaha, sends greetings & says to express their gratitude for the choir robes!
September 10th - Special Congregational Meeting 9:00 A.M. prior to 10:00 A.M. church service. The purpose of
the meeting #1) Vote yes or no to adopt the new cranberry hymnals for Immanuel #2) Ask for approval on the
amendments to our church constitution.

Old Business:
•

•

More work to be done on the membership list. The list has many names that may belong to other churches,
deceased, & or are not active any longer. Updating the list would alleviate wasted time & money for mailings,
etc. Lutheran Clark Cluster dues are based on membership at a cost of less than .50 cents per member - not the
Synod Benevolence (as previously thought). Synod Benevolence is based on 10% of the church's budget which
can be determined as the church budget is planned.
Altar Candles - more discussion.

New Business: The orange IGLOO water cooler at church is not good any longer - spout broken. Pastor Russ said he
would like to purchase one to replace it. Thank you, Pastor!
The meeting was adjourned @ 9:10 P.M. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
The Next meeting will be held on Monday, September 18th, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.

*To make our monthly giving reflect the estimated budget for 2017. Our monthly giving should be an average of
$15,613.00*
Dates to Remember and Save for Next Month:
Fall Festival-October 8th
Immanuel Lutheran would like to invite its members and the community to our annual fall festival dinner.
Look for more information in next month’s newsletter.
October 29th- Community-wide Reformation Celebration Worship

Our community is getting the chance to come together for a day dedicated to the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation. Pastor Russ and Father Dave Liewer will be presiding together at
the Community building.
11:30 Worship Service Starts with a community Pot Luck and fellowship to follow.

Immanuel is sponsoring a relief fund drive for the relief efforts in Houston
area. If you’ve been wondering how you can help from being this far away.
We will be gathering up gifts and placing them in a trailer. Pastor’s
daughter, Kayla, has volunteered her time to drive the trailer to Texas for
delivering the goods. Details are still being finalized, look to weekly
bulletins for more information.
As during most natural disasters, a monetary gift is most appreciated and
is what families need as of now. If you’d like to donate an item, a list has
been provided below:
Items Appreciated:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning supplies
De-humidifiers
Air circulators
Extension cords
Ground fault protectors
Pop-up canopies
Shovels
Wheelbarrows
Crowbars
Hammers
Utility knives
Work gloves
Various tools
Chainsaws
Rope
Safety glasses
5-gallon buckets
Liquid laundry detergent
Dish soap
First-aid kits
Bottled water
Wheelbarrows

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large black trash bags
Gloves
Face masks
Brooms, mops and cleaning supplies
Paper towels, paper plates and toilet paper
Plastic utensils
Pet food
Rubber boots
First-aid kits
Flashlights
Batteries of all sizes
Blankets
Toiletries
Bug spray
New socks and underwear
Bottled water
Ice and Styrofoam coolers
Diapers and Wipes
Paper Towels
Bottled Water
Toiletries
Towels and dishcloths

September Circle News
Grace Circle will meet September 12th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the
church.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess: Bev Hansen
Peace Circle will meet September 13th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess: Kay Hefner
Stewardship project for May will be Monetary Gift to seminary student-Amanda Hefner.
Quilt Auction Results- Carol Joy Holling Camp’s 29th Annual Quilt Auction was an enormous
success because of the generosity and support from Immanuel. They sold a record of 480 items and
more than $94,000 was raised. The six quilts from our congregation totaled $755 of that amount
raised. Good job Love Thy Neighbor group, and everyone who supports you!

Prayer Concerns:

Linda Beam, Duane Heithold, Dee Buss, Dale Engelman, Betty Heitman, Beverly
Brodersen, Lois Brummels, Gary Frerichs, Trevor Hallman, Wendy Pick, Gary Jansen, Dora
Hansen, Myrna Collins, Gloria Brummels, Ashley Lynn Schmit, Jackson Graham, Virginia
Avenell, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet
Meyer, as they are dealing with health concerns.

Snow Removal Bids: The council is requesting anyone interested in snow
removal for this winter season, please submit your bids as soon as possible. Bids
may be submitted to any council member or the church
office.
Sunday School kick off this year will be on September 17. We will be
meeting in the basement starting at 9 every week. We will be working
on various themes this year, starting off with the 10 Commandments and the Story of Adam and
Eve. We have plans to share our Love of Jesus with the residents at Park View Haven this fall. We
also plan to work with the Apostles Creed this year and talk about the Lutheran faith that we confess
in Church each week. We invite everyone to be a part of our Sunday School anytime they wish, the
more the merrier! Can't wait to see you on September 17th.
Calling All Parents or Family Members: The council is working on our membership list and mailing lists. If you
know, a family member has joined another congregation, they would like to know. Or if you have a child or family
member that doesn’t reside at your address and would like to receive mailings from the office (aka newsletters,
birthday cards, special mailings), please let the office know that address. For the next few weeks, there will be an
area in your bulletins for you to fill out any of this information and place them in the box on the narthex table.
Immanuel enjoys everyone’s blessings with our mission, God with Us. We want to share God’s word with all.

Your Favorite Songs& Hymns—
We had a chance back in April to sing some of the more familiar hymns on the fifth of the month services. The office would
like your input for the next service that will be using those hymn/song books. October will be the next month to use those
familiar hymns and songs.
There have also been some instances where some extra songs have been needed, and the worship committee, Pastor,
and/or Angie would like to use these hymns/songs to add to the services. We’d like to hear what our congregation would
like to “Hear”. Please remit this page into the office to incorporate these songs. Titles would be appreciated and hymn
numbers would be wonderful, if you happen to know them!!
1.

____________________________________________________________________

2.

____________________________________________________________________

3.

____________________________________________________________________

4.

____________________________________________________________________

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals (Cranberry Hymnals): The council hopes
you have had the chance to view the hymnals from the office. We have used some of
the hymns and settings of this hymnal in various services. The endowment committee
has voted to match the purchase of 80 hymnals if the congregation decides to make
these our new hymnals. Although 160 hymnals would be a wonderful start, it is
estimated we would need over 325 hymnals to fulfill the use of the green hymnals that
are currently being used.
At the Congregational Meeting on September 10th, the council will be proposing to
exchange the Lutheran Book of Worship Hymnals (Green) with these ELW Hymnals
(Cranberry) at a cost of $22.50 per hymnal. With this possible purchase the
congregation is being offered to pledge hymnal(s) of their desire (memorials,
donations) to be placed in the church. The record of these pledges and purchases will
be recorded in the red memorial book in the narthex. Below is a tear-away form for
you to fill in and leave at the office or in the offering plate.

Name: ______________________________________________________
I pledge to purchase________ copy (ies) of the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal for
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Coleridge to use in their services.
Total Amount Pledged: $22.50/hymnal @ __________ (copies pledged) = $

September
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays
September 01
September 02
September 02
September 03
September 04
September 04
September 04
September 06
September 07
September 08
September 08
September 08
September 09
September 09
September 10
September 10
September 13
September 13
September 13
September 15
September 15
September 18

Val Ebberson
Nelda Cautrell
Jerry Puppe
Kayton Hall
Terry Burbach
Colton Jansen
Jeff Wilkerson
Boyd Ebberson
Trevor Hallman
Gaylene Hallman
Brett Rathgeber
Karen Schulz
Linda Lambert
Norma Janssen
Keith Bartling
Julie Hefner
Robert Colwell
Paula Hansen
Ethan Rogers
Carrie Benson
Melody Storm
Morgan Arduser

September 18
September 21
September 21
September 23
September 24
September 24
September 25
September 25
September 26
September 27
September 27
September 29
September 29
September 30
September 30
September 30

Randy Papenhausen
Holly Hoeppner
Burnell Stone
Patricia Russell
Lexie Hansen
Vee Lage
Jay Hall
Claire Noehren
Eugene Rathgeber
Valerie Blase
Patricia Gall
Marvel Benson
Cameron Eddie
Shelly Jansen
Kathleen Miller
Keely Olsen

Anniversaries
September 07
September 12
September 20
September 24

Earl & Shirley Papenhausen
Gilbert & Lois Brummels
Kerry & Janice Hefner
Donald & Judy Jorgensen

If your name was omitted or a correction needs to be made to this list of birthdays and anniversaries, please contact the church
office at 283-4361.

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, September 10th 9:00 AM
Immanuel Council will be holding a special congregational meeting on the
adopted ammendments in the constitution (constitutions were sent out in April
Church Talks) and also be purposing the adoption/use of the cranberry hymnals
for our worship services.
Copies of the constitution will be available on the narthex table the month of
September.

TAKE NOTE THE MEETING IS AT 9:00 AM, BEFORE THE
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 AM
Please notice some important dates on the calendar this
month:
September 4th: Office Closed-Labor Day-Enjoy your holiday
September 10th: Congregational Meeting 9:00 AM, Worship
Service back to 10:00AM
September 13th: Confirmation Parent/Student Meeting at
7:00 PM in Confirmation Room.

