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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
-Psalm 46:1—3, 11
The earth is in constant change. It is said that some of the tectonic plates move upwards of an inch per year.
Geologically, that’s rapid movement! Visually, it’s hard to see.
Fashions change. Car styles change. Hair styles change. Everything is changing! So why shouldn’t the Church
change?
I’m guessing that you just got a huge knot in your stomach when you read that last sentence. What’s the pastor
gonna change now? The simple answer is everything… and nothing!
We are people who use the name of a change agent in our name. We are Lutheran. Luther was a reformer! He
never set out to split the Church. Rather he wanted to change some things that he saw that were not good and/or not
working. The beginning of that change was now 500 years ago. And Lutherans SEEM to hate change worse than anyone!
But that’s not necessarily true. I’ve been a part of other denominations and they also hated change. So why all this talk
about change? And why now?
Again, we are a denomination built on reform, read as change. But lately, we have been rather set in our ways.
(This is not an indictment of Immanuel!!!) We are hanging on to ways and ideas that are no longer working as they should.
And we all know the definition of insanity: Doing things the way we have always done them, with the expectation that things
will get better!
We no longer live in the 1950’s! Nor do we live in the 1960’s, 1970’s… You get the point. The world is changing
around us and the Church is no longer at the center of society. Just look at how much the news today revolves around the
NFL and the flag, the President and his policies, hurricanes and earthquakes… The list goes on and on. But where is God in
all this news? Where is the Church in all this news?
Our particular denomination sometimes get accused of being more about a “social gospel.” That means that we are
accused of caring about people’s needs —perhaps more than we care about their souls. Many seem to think that the two
are mutually exclusive. I disagree! Jesus, in Matthew’s gospel says that, in the end, it will matter whether we have met
people’s needs or not. Did we feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and imprisoned.
By the way, that delineation is for ALL people, not just pastors!
Since my arrival, I have talked long and often about BEING the church rather than coming to church. I’ve asked that
we change that language and we have in many ways. Being a part of the legacy of reformation, I believe we are called to
look at our congregation and how we can meet the challenges, and needs, of the world. We do that in many good ways that
need no change. But we can improve on what we do.
I also believe that we do worship well. But I also believe that we are called to evaluate whether we are sending a
message of welcome and love out into our community. We have a great Council here at Immanuel and we have active
committees that work on all this. Let keep forging ahead, never afraid to fix what doesn’t work and never ashamed to keep
Jesus as our focus! God is with us!!!
In Christ,

Pr. Russ+

Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting August 21, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by Claudet Wege, Council Secretary, pending approval @
the October Council Meeting
Those present were: Pastor Russell Lambert, Chairman Herb Bose, Heather Loberg, Dallas
Graham, Claude Hofeldt, Jeff Hansen, Terry Ebberson & Claudet Wege.
Chairman Herb brought the meeting to order & Pastor Russ led the group with devotions & prayer.
Secretary's Minutes: MSC to approve the Secretary's Minutes as written.
Special Congregational Meeting Minutes as follows:
Immanuel Lutheran Church held a special congregational meeting, Sunday, September 10, 2017, 9:00 a.m. The
purpose of the meeting was to adopt amendments to align Immanuel's constitution with the amended constitution of the
ELCA and to vote on purchase of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal Copyright 2006 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America Published by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers.
The meeting was called to order by Herb Bose, council chairman, Discussion on the proposed constitutional
changes followed. Motion was made, seconded and carried to adopt the constitution changes to align Immanuel's
constitution with ELCA's. Following a discussion on the number and cost of the ELW hymnals. Motion was made,
seconded and carried to purchase the ELW (cranberry) hymnals for use at our worship services. (NOTE: current pledges
101, 80 Immanuel's foundation, 5 purchased by the council for a total of 185 at the present time).
Motion made, seconded, carried to end the meeting.

Correction & additions to the special meeting minutes as follows: #1) Add to the title of the minutes the statement
"pending approval @ the September Council Meeting". #2) "186 hymnals total" rather than 185 #3) An amendment
was made before the vote to purchase the new hymnals - "Proceed with the purchase of the hymnals using the
pledges that were in place & the matching number that the Endowment Committee had agreed to plus the five that
were purchased for review. If anyone wants to make a future donation or purchase towards more hymnals, that
would be accepted. More discussion followed saying the intent was ultimately that there would not be more
hymnals purchased from the church budget unless voted to do so at the Church Congregational Annual Meeting".
MSC to accept the Special Congregational Meeting Minutes with the additions & correction.
Treasurer's Report: MSC to accept the treasurer's report as presented.
Property Committee:
•
•
•
•

Water Fountain appears to be working properly.
Cemetery pests - suspected that skunks were digging for grubs.
Drain cover replaced in furnace room as the original had to be broken to clear the drain.
Furnace filters should be checked - it was noted that all three furnaces use the same size filter.

ILCW Report: Chairman Mary Kock provided a written report.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elect Officers for 2018
Quilts from Immanuel were sent to Texas relief.
Consider joining us for evening quilting - Love They Neighbor Day, Monday, Sept. 25th, 7:00 P.M.
September 28-29, Biennial Convention, Camp Carol Joy Holling.
January 20, 2018, Northeast Conference Spring Gathering, Coleridge - Theme "Daughters of the Spirit"
October 8 - Immanuel's Harvest Dinner.
Needed - Vice Chairman for ILCW, Caller for funeral dinner helpers, Committee for spring gathering. (Call Mary
Kock (283-4290) & volunteer!

Luther League, Sunday School, Office, Evangelism Reports: None
Chairman's Report: The 2018 General Congregational Legal Meeting is scheduled for the third Sunday which is January
21st, 2018 & the January Legal Council Meeting scheduled for the third Monday, January 15th, 2018. He suggested to
move the Council Meeting from Monday, January 15th to Monday, January 22nd to allow newly elected Council members
the chance to attend the January meeting. MSC to change the Church Council Meeting from Monday, January 15th, 2018
to Monday, January 21st, 2018.
Pastor's Report: Pastor provided a written report listing visitations, community, congregational & upcoming events.
Old Business:
•
•

•

•
•

Door Opener for the North side of entrance. The cost would be approximately $3,000.00 including electrical work table for a future date.
Harvest Dinner - Jeff reports cups to be donated by Citizen's Bank, napkins donated by Security Bank. Terry
donating small pumpkins & Alisha providing corn for table decorations. Council Members will be in charge of the
work along with other congregational members. Jeff & Alisha are the Harvest Dinner Co-Chairpersons. MSC to set
up an account for Immanuel Lutheran Church at a grocery store for purchasing supplies.
New Hymnals - Pastor suggests we wait for all the pledges before paying for them. Each hymnal is $22.50 with no
shipping cost added but this will be charged if we have them shipped to us. It was decided it would be more
efficient to drive to Chicago to pick up the books rather than pay the exorbitant price of shipping them.
The Missal - the large copy of the hymnal that is placed on the altar will be ordered and paid for by the Council
Members. The cost is $145.00 - each member will contribute $16.11 to purchase it.
Constitutional changes final - Church Council Secretary to send a letter to the Nebraska Synod Lawyer, Bill Biggs,
along with a copy of the constitution for examination & approval.

New Business: None
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
The next meeting will be held on Monday, October 16th, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.

*To make our monthly giving reflect the estimated budget for 2017. Our monthly giving should be an average of

Congregation Challenge Vs. Endowment ChallengeImmanuel Lutheran’s Endowment Committee mission is to help others in need when able. They have
been in contact with the ELCA in the Texas and Louisana gulf area. Beyond our prayers, the endowment
committee is wanting to offer up a $500.00 of assistance could be offered, and would like the congregation to
join them in matching the funds so a collective $1000.00 or more could be sent to a congregation with storm
damage and/or member’s houses.
Checks can be made out to Immanuel Endowment Fund for hurricane response, and can be dropped off or sent to
the church office.

Dates to Remember This Month:
Fall Festival-October 8th
Immanuel Lutheran would like to invite its members and the community to our annual fall festival
dinner. Look for more information in next month’s newsletter.
October 29th- Community-wide Reformation Celebration Worship

Our community is getting the chance to come together for a day dedicated to the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation. Pastor Russ and Father Dave Liewer will be presiding together at
the Community building.
11:30 Worship Service Starts with a community Pot Luck and fellowship to follow.

Trunk or Treat-A fun event for all ages-October 29th Load up your
trunks and yourselves with your goodies and/or dress up your kiddos (of all ages). Meet at
the church at 4:00-6:00 PM. Come and enjoy the fun fellowship at Immanuel.

October Circle News
Grace Circle will meet October 10th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the church.
Hostess: Darlene Jorgensen
Peace Circle will meet October 11th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Hostess: Marilyn Hansen
Stewardship project for
.

October will be Monetary for shipping Expense to LWR-Lutheran World Relief

Prayer Concerns:

Kevin Krei, Linda Beam, Duane Heithold, Dee Buss, Betty Heitman, Beverly Brodersen, Lois
Brummels, Gary Frerichs, Trevor Hallman, Wendy Pick, Gary Jansen, Dora Hansen, Myrna Collins,
Gloria Brummels, Ashley Lynn Schmit, Jackson Graham, Virginia Avenell, Norma Janssen, Diane
Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health

concerns.

Snow Removal Bids: The council is requesting anyone
interested in snow removal for this winter season,
please submit your bids as soon as possible. Bids may
be submitted to any council member or the church office.
Calling All Parents or Family Members: The council is working on our membership list and
mailing lists. If you know, a family member has joined another congregation, they would like
to know. Or if you have a child or family member that doesn’t reside at your address and
would like to receive mailings from the office (aka newsletters, birthday cards, special
mailings), please let the office know that address. For the next few weeks, there will be
an area in your bulletins for you to fill out any of this information and place them in the box
on the narthex table. Immanuel enjoys everyone’s blessings with our mission, God with Us. We want to share
God’s word with all.

Your Favorite Songs& Hymns—
We had a chance back in April to sing some of the more familiar hymns on the fifth of the month services. The office would
like your input for the next service that will be using those hymn/song books. October 28th/29th will be the next time for
those familiar hymns and songs.
There have also been some instances where some extra songs have been needed, and the worship committee, Pastor,
and/or Angie would like to use these hymns/songs to add to the services.
We’d like to hear what our congregation would like to “Hear”. Please remit this page into the office to incorporate these
songs. Titles would be appreciated and hymn numbers would be wonderful, if you happen to know them!!
1.

____________________________________________________________________

2.

____________________________________________________________________

3.

____________________________________________________________________

4.

____________________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________________

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals (NuCranberry Hymnals):
The council hopes you have had the chance to pledge your desired hymnals for the
worship services. The order for those will be going in as soon as all payments have
been made. At your convenience, your payments for hymnals pledged can be
turned into the office or into a council member. The office will make sure your
payment is recorded, and if you are in need of a paper receipt those will also be
available.
If you haven’t been able to submit your pledges/payment, below is a tear off form
you can bring to the office and be included with the ordering.

Name: ______________________________________________________
I pledge to purchase________ copy (ies) of the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal for
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Coleridge to use in their services.
Total Amount Pledged: $22.50/hymnal @ __________ (copies pledged) = $

DAWG 2017…..3rd graders through 6th graders from the community are welcome
to be part of DAWG here at Immanuel. They will have their first meeting on
Wednesday, October 4th after school until 5:00 PM. Youth are asked to bring their
work gloves for the first meeting, they will be doing a service project of community
clean-up.
DAWG is a afterschool program offered to the youth of our community is a fun
environment and learn about helping and being part of Coleridge and having pride is
what God has blessed us with.

Save The Date—Parsonage Open house. Saturday, December 10th, Noon-3:00 PM
Pastor and Linda would like to invite the congregation into their home during the holiday season.

October 01
October 03
October 03
October 04
October 05
October 06
October 07
October 08
October 08
October 10
October 10
October 10
October 11
October 13
October 14
October 17
October 20
October 20
October 21
October 21
October 22

Troy Beam
Margaret Lentz
Dennis Heitman
Sylvan Olsen
Brandon Rathgeber
Derek Naslund
George R. Hefner
Audrey Bieg
Joshua Jorgensen
Marvin Domina
Boone Gray
Kirk Olsen
Dennis Naslund
Harold Peck
Austin Hall
Brian Ebberson
Fred Hansen
Beth Wood
Matthew Hahne
Brady Papenhausen
Troy Bartling

October 22
October 22
October 23
October 23
October 24
October 26
October 26
October 26
October 31

Sally Sayler
Don Schulz
Dave Hansen
Judy Nelson
Jaime Gray
Earl Hansen
Shelly Hefner
Shelby Olsen
Carla Jensen

October 01
October 06
October 26
October 29

Michael & Holly Hoeppner
Chad & Janell Frerichs
Charlie & Syndi Vogle
Bill & Julie Hefner

If your name was omitted or a correction needs to be made in this list of birthdays and anniversaries,
please contact the church office at 283-4361.

