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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus,
5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind
—1 Corinthians 1:4-5

Just a few weeks ago, we hosted our annual Harvest Dinner. Amy Hall, our Sunday School
Superintendent, asked that we write on some leaves provided for us those things for which we are
thankful. That is the springboard for my letter to you this month.
I am thankful for my parents. I know that I have mentioned that things in my childhood home were chaotic and
dysfunctional. They certainly were, but still my parents raised me and gave me a home. Despite their faults, they loved me
as best as they could. They helped to mold me into who I am today.
I am thankful for my wife. I have been through two difficult, unhealthy marriages prior to this one. I was made to feel
useless and worthless in those marriages. I tried to plow through them and keep them intact even though I knew they were
unhealthy. After the second divorce, I was finished with marriage. Then I met Linda. She was different. She didn’t make me
feel useless and unworthy. She believed in me like no one else ever had. She still does!
I am thankful for my children. None of them attend worship regularly! Two don’t attend worship at all. But… they
contribute to society in positive and healthy ways. They have provided us with five wonderful grandchildren for who I am
also thankful.
I am thankful that someone, somewhere saw something in me that I had thought I had seen in myself. I knew from
a young age that I was called to ministry, but I felt that after two bad marriages and all the mistakes I had made, well,
frankly, I felt that I was useless to God. I am thankful for a pastor who told me of a God who doesn’t keep score that way. I
am thankful for another pastor who told me that if I felt God had called me to pursue it. If God hadn’t called me, it would
become clear soon enough.
I am thankful for Immanuel Lutheran Church that the call committee gambled on a candidate with a rough past. I am
thankful for the hospitality that the congregation has shown us since our arrival. I am thankful for the ways Coleridge,
including Immanuel, has embraced us into this community. I have finally found a home.
Finally, for the sake of time, I am thankful to God. “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly.” (Romans 5:6) I am thankful that God has always believed in me, even and especially when I could not believe in
myself. I am thankful that God has given the gift of grace to me. I am thankful that God allows me to share that message
every day, in ways that I’ll probably never know of.
I am thankful… We are called in everything to give thanks. During the month of November, I challenge you to take
some time to write down the things for which you are thankful. I don’t care if you share that with anyone or not. If you write it
down, God will see it, and that is enough.
In Christ,

Pr. Russ+

***Council Request***
The end of the year is near. Council is looking for members to fill the three open
positions coming open in January 2018. All interested, please let a council member know
your interest in serving Immanuel.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting October 16, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Heather Loberg, Council Member, pending approval @ the November
Council Meeting.
Those present were: Pastor Russell Lambert, Chairman Herb Bose, Dallas Graham, Jeff
Hansen, Terry Ebberson, Sheri Krei, Heather Loberg, Alisha Stone, & guest Angie Hall.
Chairman Herb Bose brought the meeting to order & Pastor Russ led the group with devotions & prayer.
Secretary's minutes: MSC to approve the Secretary's minutes with the correction of: in the ILCW Report that the date of
January 20, 2018 be changed to April 28, 2018.
Treasurer's Report: MSC to accept the treasurer's report as presented.
It was also discussed that it is needed to check into the policy of the Northstar Insurance, as the fire damage coverage
may need to be higher.
Property Committee: nothing was presented at this time
ILCW Report: Chairman Mary Kock provided a written report.
To do list-2018 Officer/Hostess information to Mary
October 30- 7:00 pm - Love Thy Neighbor quilting- church
November- thank offering - circle meetings
April 28, 2018- Northeast Conference Spring Gathering- Coleridge - Theme "Daughters of the Spirit"
NEEDED - Vice Chairman for ILCW
Committee for spring gathering
Stewardship to send quilts, baby kits, personal kits & school kits to St. John's Lutheran Church @ Norfolk to be trucked to
Lutheran World Relief. Dates that they can be delivered: Monday November 6th thru Thursday November 9th from 9:00
A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Luther League: Had their September meeting. Elected officers and left them the same as previous year. They continue to
have their meetings every other month. They no longer have the cardboard pickup as a way to bring in income, so they
talked about having a fundraiser of selling Greeting Cards to the public and would be available the days that Angie Hall
is in the office. They also set up a Facebook page to communicate more with each other. Their next meeting is
scheduled for November.
Sunday School: None
Office Report: Angie presented a Time & Talent sheet that would be helpful and useful on getting more members involved
in helping with serving our Church. Would like this to go out in next newsletter so that members can fill out and return
what they would like to help serve with.
Evangelism Report: The Fall Harvest Dinner was held on October 8th. They made a profit of $847 with a total expense of
$257.83. They served roughly 140 people.
They discussed doing the Trunk or Treat again this year and set a date of October 29th.
Chairman's Report: Talked with George Hefner on the Technology project to see how far along it has come and
approximately what the cost would be.

Pastor's Report: Pastor provided a written report listing visitations, community, congregational & upcoming events. Was
also brought to attention that there are still 11 hymnals that were pledged and need to be paid for.
Old Business:
Snow removal - still need someone to clean
Fixed outlets in the Serving Area downstairs.
Talked about maybe adding another breaker box, with a rough estimate of $3000
New Business:
Council Members: Dallas Graham, Claude Hofeldt, Claudet Wege are leaving council and we need to find replacements
for them.
Synod Assembly - need names/volunteers on who would be interesting in going. Date of the Assembly is May 31st - June
2nd 2018
Was suggested that the Evangelism Committee donate some of the profit from Fall Harvest Dinner to help pay for the
shipping of the new hymnals.
The new hymnals will be ordered when all are paid for.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 20th, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.

November 01
November 02
November 03
November 05
November 05
November 05
November 07
November 07
November 08
November 08
November 09
November 10
November 11
November 11
November 12
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 17
November 18

Wayne Vogle
Marcia Gray
Rebecca Wood
Jeff Hansen
Patrick Hansen
Tina Naslund
Nick Frerichs
Tyler Hefner
Jessica Kalin
Jim Eisenhauer
Leona Heithold
Ryleigh Loberg
Mike Biltoft
Roger Wobbenhorst
Jon Russell
Beau Ebberson
Ross Olsen
Kimberly Jensen
Zachary Vogle
Richard Arduser

November 20
November 21
November 24
November 24
November 27
November 27
November 27
November 28
November 29
November 30

Jewell Nelson
Nancy Hansen
Kinsey Hall
Brandon Hansen
Erica Benson
Dana Hansen
Molly Hefner
Kaye Brandow
Monty Hefner
Michael Frerichs

November 13 Harold & Berdine Brunssen
November 14 Michael & Carla Jensen
November 23 Claire & Marilyn Hansen
If your name was omitted or a correction
needs to be made in this list of birthdays
and anniversaries, please contact the church
office at 283-4361

Intentionally left blank

*To make our monthly giving reflect the estimated budget for 2017. Our monthly giving should be an average of $.*
IMPORTANT PAPERWORK TO FILL OUT FOR THE OFFICE: Enclosed in this church talk is a Time &
Talent Form to fill out for the committees and assistant schedules for Immanuel. The office would
like to organize the duties of Immanuel via a computer program, and you filling out your duties will
make that data entry more efficient. Please fill this out and place it in the box on the narthex table.
You can fill out areas you already serve and areas that you also have interests in.

Congregation Challenge Vs. Endowment ChallengeImmanuel Lutheran’s Endowment Committee mission is to help others in need when able. They have been
in contact with the ELCA in the Texas and Louisana gulf area. Beyond our prayers, the endowment committee is
wanting to offer up a $500.00 of assistance could be offered, and would like the congregation to join them in
matching the funds so a collective $1000.00 or more could be sent to a congregation with storm damage and/or
member’s houses.
Checks can be made out to Immanuel Endowment Fund for hurricane response, and can be dropped off or sent to
the church office.

Daylight Savings Time ENDS…

This weekend, November 5th we are to

back our clocks.

November Circle News

Grace Circle will meet November 14th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the church.

Hostess: Linda Olsen
Peace Circle will meet November 8th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Hostess: Mary Jo Hansen
Stewardship project for
November’s stewardship offerings will be the Thank Offerings
No Love Thy Neighbor in November and December. Enjoy your holidays. See you in 2018!!
Quilts and kits will be sent to St. John’s in Norfolk soon in November. We want to thank everyone that
helps with this successful mission. Each item or thread is placed in these boxes by thoughtful hands to
someone that is in need. We are so thankful we are able to provide to the Lutheran World Relief.

Prayer Concerns:

Duane Heithold, Betty Heitman, Beverly Brodersen, Lois Brummels, Gary Frerichs, Trevor
Hallman, Wendy Pick, Gary Jansen, Dora Hansen, Myrna Collins, Gloria Brummels, Ashley
Lynn Schmit, Jackson Graham, Virginia Avenell, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, Orlyn
Frerichs, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health concerns.

Veteran’s Day Program at LCC Middle School—Friday, November 10th,
1:15 PM.
Fall Harvest Thank You: A special thank you to everyone who attended, provided food, volunteered or
helped in any way with the Annual Fall Harvest Dinner last week. Thanks to the efforts of many, the dinner
was a great success, but it couldn't have been done without all of you. God's blessings on you
all and prayers for a safe, bountiful harvest!

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service—November 19th
St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 7:00 PM
Coleridge Christians Caring will be hosting a soup supper and the annual ecumenical
Thanksgiving service. The soup supper will be held from 4:30-6:30 PM in the catholic church
basement with the service starting at 7:00 PM. A free will offering will be taken at the supper.

