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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……
“Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry).
On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed,
when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things – anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. As
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so also must you forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.” Colossians 3:5 – 10, 12 – 15
The occasion of the letter to the Colossians – whether it is written by Paul or not is controversial – is a debate over
whether what has already been accomplished in Christ has actually liberated the believers from the powers of the universe
and given them proper access to God. In other words, are we freed from sin and its bondage or not? And so we come to
these words in chapter three about the tension in which we all live – simul justus et peccator – being saints and sinners at
the same time.
The writer declares that we should take some responsibility to do away with the things of the old self – sexual
promiscuity, lust, greed, anger, wrath, depravity, slander, abusive language, and lying. Some of these things are actually
fairly easy to do for most people of my age or older. I don’t go around with every woman that catches my eye. I am content
to be with the woman that I am with. But others of these things are not so easy to escape and require effort on my part to
avoid. Jimmy Carter even admitted that he had lusted in his heart. I think many of us look at others’ stuff and we want
more than we have – greed. I think many of us tells jokes that are “off color,” either in a sexual or a racial way – depravity
and/or abusive language. I am certain that all of us exhibit more anger than we want to. I know that we all are capable of
lying, especially to make our side look better in an argument – lying and slander. In our fits of anger, we can often say
things that hurt other people to the bone – abusive language and wrath. We can even go about to “get even” with someone
whom we feel has wronged us – wrath. No one is free from the bondage of sin outside of the price that Jesus paid for us.
And so we are called God’s chosen ones – the people for whom the Christ has died. And we are given some traits
to strive for in living out that “calling.” In the Greek, the word for compassion means to have pity – to feel others pain and
distress. In general kindness means goodness and pleasantness. Interestingly, meekness is akin to compassion and
means gentleness and kindness – which doesn’t mean weakness. By the way, good kings were often described as meek.
Patience means endurance, especially under stress. Forgiveness is born out of these other characteristics and out of love.
In Ephesians, we were asked to imitate God in love and forgiveness. Colossians says that we must clothe ourselves in
love. I think that’s an interesting picture. When we are naked, we are unfit to go into public – in fact, one would be arrested
and put in jail for doing so. I think the writer of Colossians is telling us that when we live in the old self – doing all that stuff
that we aren’t supposed to do – we are naked. But in Christ, we are clothed – fit to be seen in public – and clothed in Christ,
everything is in perfect harmony. And then we can let Christ’s peace rule in our hearts.
We do live in that tension, but we who are baptized into Christ – who have put on Christ – can be free from the
bondage of sin. Daily as we remember our baptism, Christ comes to us and frees us. Each morning I make the sign of the
cross on my forehead and remember that I am baptized into Christ and that it is Christ who clothes me with His love and

frees me to be able to live in love. May Christ – and His love – daily empower you to live as new creations ever able to do
well by your fellow man and woman. Amen!

Pr. Russ+
Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting
April 16, 2018
Respectfully submitted by Jo Ann Rathgeber, Council Secretary, pending approval at May Council meeting.
Members present: Pastor Russ Lambert, Chairman Jeff Hansen, Herb Bose, Terri Ebberson, Amy Hall, Bill Hefner, Sherri
Krei, Heather Loberg, Alisha Stone & Jo Ann Rathgeber. Also present was Angie Hall.
Chairman Jeff Hansen called meeting to order. Pastor Russ led us in devotions.
Consent Agenda items reviewed including Luther League report, March secretary report, Evangelism Committee report
and Office report. Treasurers report reviewed. Money in specified memorial account to be transferred to unspecified
memorial account. Property Committee reported that lights bulbs that needed replacing, have been replaced in sanctuary
and Narthex with high efficiency bulbs. Kevin Krei & Mike Biltoft have evaluated kitchen outlets. Discussion held on adding
4 outlets to kitchen. Office report states update being completed for check list for funerals and special events. Also
updating instructions for ushers in ushering book. Chairmen’s Report included discussion on how to notify congregation in
event of need to cancel services due to inclimate weather. We need to have a code to contact local radio stations on
weekends. Will obtain this code prior to next winter. Chairman reported that video equipment is ready to be used for
videoing funerals or other events. Discussion held on need for volunteers to be trained on assisting with videoing events.
Council requests to contact Wintz Mortuary to include reimbursement to sound and video volunteers. Pastors report
reviewed. Pastor reported about the FANTASTIC job by Luther League presiding at the Easter Sunrise service. Straw poll
conducted regarding time for Saturday evening service was in support of leaving service time at 7:00pm. Pastor will be
attending Luther Academy of the Rockies June 10th-24th. Pr. Milana Joseph will cover for Pastor for any pastoral needs
including all services. Angie or Jeff to be contacted of any pastoral needs during Pastor’s absence. They will assist with
contacting Pr. Joseph. Pastor Russ asked about involving a Stewardship Committee. Will discuss possible members for
this committee at next council meeting.
MSC to accept agenda items.
New business discussed setting up a charge account at Ken’s Corner Market for janitorial supplies & needs for church
meals.
Confirmation planned for May 5, 2018. Pastor reports the 2 confirmands are well prepared for confirmation.
Discussion about photo cell for lighted cross on top of church. Will obtain estimates of costs for this.
We closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.
The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:00pm.

In the Your Mail:

You should have received a letter this last week, expressing the need of additional funds to

keep Immanuel as the beautiful building we have grown to love. The council has asked for your
prayerful concern of adding to the offering as you see fit.

Finance Report for March 2018

Important Happenings at Immanuel in May
Confirmation (May 6th)-Devin Eisenhauer, Kinsey Hall
Muffins for Moms- Mother’s Day (May 13th)
Graduation 2017-Dobrinca Hallman, Agnes Kurtzhals, Michael Kurtzhals, Ethan Rogers

Memorial Day (May 28th )

May 02 Bryce Hansen
May 23 Carsen Heithold
May 03 Sheila Kalin
May 27 Susan Kurtzhals
May 05 Dakota Heitman
May 27 Charlie Vogle
May 07 John Brandow
May 28 Dan Kock
May 07 Julie Stone
May 28 Savanah Russell
May 08 Jessi Mollack
May 30 Brenda Lage
May 08 Alex Brodersen
May 31 Tricia Coleman
May 08 Riley Lage
May 31 Donna Dirks
May 08 Jean Peck
May 31 Ruby Hansen
May 12 Shirley Papenhausen
May 31 Jackie Jorgensen
May 13 Brant Eddie
May 31 Rose Rickard
May 14 Duane Heithold
May 14 Claude Hofeldt
May 16 Madisyn Hall
May 16 Dobrinca Hallman
May 16 Marilyn Puppe
May 01 Fred & Sheryl Kalin
May 17 Amanda Hefner
May 04 Lee & Nelda Cautrell
May 18 Jackie Domina
May 20 Ronald & Judy Nelson
May 19 Terry Wilkerson
May 22 Bruce & Gaylene Hallman
May 21 Ron Brodersen
May 25 Earl & Bev Hansen
May 21 Rhonda Strivens
May 27 Fred & Paula Hansen
May 22 Keith Fiscus
May 29 Ron & Joan Brodersen
May 23 Bill Hefner
If your name was omitted or a correction needs to be made in this list of birthdays and anniversaries, please
contact the church office at 283-4361.

Prayer Concerns:

Clare Hansen, Sylvia Kathol, Darlene Jorgensen, Lee Ann Thomas, Julie Stone, Sandie Stone, Betty
Beltz, Diane Bolin, Gary Frerichs, Trevor Hallman, Wendy Pick, Dora Hansen, Myrna Collins, Ashley
Lynn Schmit, Jackson Graham, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs, Trent Luebberstedt,
and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health concerns.

May Circle News

Grace Circle will meet May 8th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the church.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess: Jean Peck
May 29th-PVH Bingo
Peace Circle will meet May 9th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess:
Helen Hansen

Stewardship project for March will be Baby Care Kit items or Monetary.
Reminder: Love Thy Neighbor will be May 21st at 7:00 PM, due to the Memorial Day holiday.
THANK YOU to all who assisted with the Spring Gathering! Ninety-seven

women enjoyed the day in fellowship as they journeyed together with the theme “Daughters of
the spirit”. It takes a village to host an event such as Women of the Church Gathering.

Sunday Worship Service
Start Time Change
On June 3rd, The Sunday
morning worship time will
change to the summer schedule. The
summer schedule, worship time starts at
9:00 AM, runs from the weekend after
Memorial Day to the weekend after Labor
Day, September 9th, 2018.

Cemetery Letters:
Due to maintenance costs that occur
with owning property, the council will be
sending out letters to family
members that have or will have
loved ones at Lawn Ridge
Cemetery. Our general budget has
been taking care of these costs
over the years. With not much
income to cover these costs, the
council will be sending these
letters to suggest an offering to help cover
this fixed maintenance costs.

Confirmation Sunday on May 6th
The following are receiving the Rite of Confirmation on May 6th. We pray
that God will pour out His blessings upon each of them as they took this step
in faith.
Kinsey Hall: Kinsey is the daughter of Jeremy and Heather Hall. Her baptism sponsors are Jeff and
Amy Hall.
Devin Eisenhauer: Devin is the son of Rose Eisenhauer and Don Rickard.

Congratulations to our 2018 High School Graduates
Dobrinca Hallman- Dobrinca hasn’t decided her future plans as of now. She selected her
graduation verse to be is Proverbs 3:5-6:
5

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

6

Agnes Kurtzhals—Agnes will be studying Animal Science at Northeast Tech in Norfolk next fall.
Agnes chose Psalm 23 as her graduation verse. Psalm 23
1

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
3
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.
4
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
2

Michael Kurtzhals—Mike will be attending Wayne State College in the fall. He will be working on
high school education as his major of studies. He has chose Jeremiah 29: 11 as his graduation
verse.
11
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope.
Ethan Rogers—Ethan will be attending Fox Mechanical Tech School in Wisconsin next fall. His
specification will be in GM certified tech. He selected his graduation verse to be Psalm 119:105
105

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Graduating from Seminary—Amanda Hefner—

Amanda will be graduating from Chicago Seminary School. May 20th-See
invitation on narthex table for more information.

Celebrate Nurse’s Week-May 6
to 12th

th

It is that time of the year again ~ Vacation Bible School at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Coleridge. The
dates for VBS this year are June 4, 5, & 6, 2018 from 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. for those children who are
ages 3 to 11. (Supper will be served all three nights). There will be a program on Wednesday, June 6 at
7:00 P.M. with all families of the children invited. As leaders, Kathy Lubberstedt and Tina Naslund are
attempting to get a head count! Please sign up on the sheets on the narthex table with your child’s name
and age if you plan on sending your children to VBS this year! You can also
turn in this form into the office and your child will be included. The deadline
to sign up is May 27, 2018. There will be an offering plate available each
evening. We hope you plan to join us for a blizzard of bible adventures
including a flurry of games and snow ball of fun for all.

Child’s Name__________________________________ Age_________________
Child’s Name__________________________________ Age_________________

