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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus,
5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind
—1 Corinthians 1:4-5

December is once again just around the corner – here by the time you read this. The
season of Advent is upon us, calling us to reflect on the past coming of the Baby Jesus at the
first Christmas, and to anticipate the future Second Coming of King Jesus. Advent is a time of
waiting and anticipating the Loving God. Advent guides us to Jesus’ coming – past and future – through the
ideals of hope, love, joy, and peace.
The ideal of hope is one of anticipation of something good – or better. Without hope, people tend
toward despair. Despair leads to depression. The evil one would have us believe that “this” is all there is. At
worst, you would be lead to disbelieve the existence of a Holy God. At best, you might believe that God exists,
but doubt that God is actively participating in history. God sent His Son, Jesus, to provide us with the hope we
need to help us endure to the end. When we hope for a better future, we have joy.
The ideal of love is the idea that someone else cares for us. Without love, we die. Everyone needs to
feel that they are valuable to someone else. John 3:16 says that all people are extremely valuable to God. We
are so valuable that God gave His Son for us. Jesus said that the greatest love is that of laying down one’s life
for one’s friends. Jesus showed His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, He died for us and was
resurrected. When we love, we imitate God.
The ideal of joy is the emotion evoked by well-being or good fortune. One can be happy, but never
experience joy. One can be joyful and not be particularly happy. Happiness is based on events. If events are
good, we are happy, but the reverse is also true. Joy is in the heart. Joy exists because we are loved and
because we have hope for a better future. When we have joy, that is evidence that Christ is alive in our soul –
i.e. the Holy Spirit has shown us Christ’s love for us and filled us with hope.
The ideal of peace is that of a deep-seated sense of well-being. Peace springs from the sense that
God is in control and that He will care for our well-being. We don’t have to worry or fret about what the future
holds. God has taken care of that. Peace is not simply the absence of conflict. Peace is the belief that God
will deal fairly and justly with all mankind. Moreover, God will deal gracefully with all mankind and that is truly
peaceful.
Let no one rob you of the joy of celebrating Advent. Don’t circumvent Advent! Wait for Christmas. And
while you wait reflect on God’s promises. May you find hope, love, joy, and peace as you await the arrival of
Christmas! Blessed Advent to one and all!
In Christ,

Pr. Russ+

***Council Request***
The end of the year is near. Council is looking for members to fill the three open positions
coming open in January 2018. All interested, please let a council member know your interest in
serving Immanuel.
Annual Reports- End of the Year: Please submit your annual reports as soon as possible for them to be entered
into the 2017 Annual Report.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting November 20th, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Claudet Wege, Council Secretary, pending approval @ the December Council
Meeting

Those present: Pastor Russell Lambert, Chairman Herb Bose, Claude Hofeldt, Terry
Ebberson, Alisha Stone, Heather Loberg, Jeff Hansen, Claudet Wege & guest Angie Hall.
Chairman Herb brought the meeting to order & Pastor Russ led the group with devotions & prayer.
Secretary's Minutes: MSC to approve the Secretary's minutes as written.
Treasurer's Report: MSC to accept the Treasurer's report as presented.
Property Committee Report:
•

•

Cemetery Crosses - It was noted that the center large cross was much dimmer than the two small side crosses.
The smaller crosses were repaired after the tornado & installed with new larger ballasts that can handle 150
watt bulbs. The large cross was not damaged, therefore, still has a ballast that can only handle up to 75 watt
bulb. It was agreed to allow a new ballast to be installed for the large cross to match the brighter light of the
smaller ones.
Church Vacuum - It was agreed to replace the red vacuum as smoking when in use & is not feasible to repair.

ILCW Report: Chairman Mary Kock provided a written report.
•

Lutheran World Relief quilts & kits were delivered to Norfolk on November 6, 2017. 100 quilts, 50 school kits, 19
baby kits & 28 personal care kits were given to the Lutheran World Relief. 47 quilts & 18 baby quilts were given
to Orphan Grain Train. There will not be quilting at the church basement for November & December - see you in
January.

Luther League Report:
•

The group met Sunday, November 19th & will meet again Sunday, November 26th to decorate the nave
Christmas tree. Discussion was held on information regarding the ELCA Youth Gathering in Dallas.

Evangelism Committee: Trunk or Treat event was a success with a good turn out from the community.
Sunday School Report: There may be plans for a trip for a special Christmas movie called "Star" & or one presented at
Easter time @ the Wayne Theater. The Congregation could be invited as well.
Office Report:
•
•

It was agreed to upgrade the internet speed with NNTC as the systems have become slower. The cost to
accomplish this is $20.00 per month additional.
The office will be closed on Friday, November 24th.

Pastor's Report:
•

Pastor provided a written report listing visitations, community, congregational & upcoming events.

•

The Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Nu-Cranberry) hymnal will be placed in the pews (5/pew) on Sunday,
November 26th in the afternoon sometime. The LBW's (Green hymnal) will be placed on tables in the "cry
room" throughout the month of December for people to take as many as they wish. Leftover LBW's will be used
to make hymnal angels. The ILC hymnals will be removed at the same time as the LBW & will also be placed in
the "cry room" for people to take. Some songs in the ILC hymnal are not in the ELW (Nu-Cranberry). When we
use those, there will be a bulletin insert. The Celebration of 500 Years of Reformation at the Community
Building was attended by about 30 folks & was well received.

Old Business: Hymnal shipping cost was discussed.
New Business:
•
•
•

The 2018 Budget Proposal was discussed. MSC to present the 2018 budget proposal to the Congregation at the
Annual Meeting in January.
Discussion was held regarding a new name for the "Wish List".
The Council will meet on Sunday, November 26th @ 5:30 P.M. to decorate the Christmas tree in the church
narthex.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M.
We closed with the Lord's prayer.
The next meeting will be held on December 18th @ 7:00 P.M.

December 03
December 05
December 05
December 05
December 09
December 09
December 09
December 09
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 12
December 13
December 13
December 13
December 14
December 14
December 15
December 15
December 16
December 19

Dora Hansen
Troy Jorgensen
Vivian Papenhausen
Sandie Stone
Chad Frerichs
Jeff Hall
Joshua Wolfe
Collin Dirks
Amy Hall
Darlene Jorgensen
Elroy Hefner
Kennedy Hall
Denise Olsen
Travis Wobbenhorst
Janell Frerichs
Bruce Hallman
Courtney Krei
Tony Kalin
Megan Wolfe
Beth Yost
Dennis Anderson

December 19
December 19
December 20
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 25
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 27
December 28
December 30

Virginia Avenell
Sandy Frerichs
Roger Jorgensen
Alberta Hines
Sandy Murphy
Justin Bartling
Bill Strivens
Nick Puppe
Jodi Benson
Bob Hansen
Jordan Jansen
Dean Wilkerson
Jersey Jansen

December 08 Jay & Angie Hall
If your name was omitted or a correction
needs to be made in this list of birthdays
and anniversaries, please contact the church
office at 283-4361.

Finance Report for October 2017

Intentionally
left blank

*To make our monthly giving reflect the estimated budget for 2017. Our monthly giving should be an average of
$xxxxxx*
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT HAS FILLED OUT THIS SHEET, STILL
A CHANCE IF YOU HAVEN’T HAD A CHANCE YET!!
IMPORTANT PAPERWORK TO FILL OUT FOR THE OFFICE: Enclosed in this church talk is a Time &
Talent Form to fill out for the committees and assistant schedules for Immanuel. The office would
like to organize the duties of Immanuel via a computer program, and you filling out your duties will
make that data entry more efficient. Please fill this out and place it in the box on the narthex table.
You can fill out areas you already serve and areas that you also have interests in.

Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund
This holiday season please consider investing in the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund. The Endowment
Fund is separate from the general fund. Contributions to the general fund are needed to support our annual budget and we
encourage you to keep the general fund as a high priority. Contributions to the Endowment Fund are invested and the
earnings used to support other Immanuel current and future needs.
Most of the fund spending is directed back to our church and the Coleridge community.
This year Endowment Fund activities included -- matching funds for our new hymnals, Vacation Bible School assistance,
Amanda Hefner seminary financial support, and hurricane relief.
We would like to do more each year, along with growing a savings fund for future needs of our congregation. Your
support can be simple such as annual giving, or memorials. Consider a gift to the Endowment Fund in memory of a loved
one. More thoughtful giving to the Endowment Fund could include larger gifts of Real Estate, Trusts, Life Insurance, etc.
by designating the Endowment Fund as a beneficiary.
Keep the Endowment Fund in mind during this season of giving.
Endowment Fund Directors,

Ron Brodersen

Lynn Papenhausen

Kevin Krei

Craig Ebberson

Betty Colwell

December Circle News
Grace Circle will meet December 12th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the
church.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
“Pot Luck” will be celebrated.
Peace Circle will meet December 13th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess:
Mary Kock
Stewardship project for December will be Thank Offering, Haven House, and General Offering.
No Love Thy Neighbor in December. Enjoy your holidays. See you in 2018!!

Prayer Concerns:

Gary Jansen, Betty Heitman, Betty Rygiel, Karen Green, Jean Peck, Myrna Collins, Gloria
Brummels, Ashley Lynn Schmit, Marilyn Jorgensen, Charles Rygiel, Sarah Naeve, Jackson
Graham, Dennis Tullberg, Lois Brummels, Virginia Avenell, Sue Yerger, Norma Janssen,
Diane Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs, Trevor Hallman, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as
they are dealing with health concerns.
Narthex table has moved for the holiday season to accommodate for the Christmas tree. Please
find all important paperwork and information has been moved by the coat rack.

2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES- The 2017 offering envelopes have arrived and are ready for
you to take for the next year’s offering. The envelopes with the sign-up sheets are on the narthex
table. Please add your name to the sign-up sheets according to the box you chose.

HOLIDAY POINSETTIAS
Starting this weekend through the holiday season, you are asked to bring poinsettia plants
to decorate our chancel in preparation for our Christmas celebration.
The perfect gift…
Do you stress about finding just the right gift for everyone on your Christmas list? Does it make the season
more a hassle than a joy? Pastor Mike Slaughter reminds us that Christmas isn’t about perfect presents for
people, as if it were their birthday — or ours. Christmas is about the perfect presence of Immanuel, God with
us, through the birth of Jesus; it’s his birthday, after all!
In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon), Slaughter writes, “How funny that it can be so hard to find
gifts that will please certain family members or friends — the people who seem to have everything — and yet
it is so clear what the Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his birthday. God wants you — your time,
your talent and your treasure — used in service to others.”
SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS WITH US

Do you enjoy singing? Do you play an instrument? Does special music enhance your
worship? If you answered YES to any of these questions, please consider sharing your Godgiven talents with the congregation of Immanuel on Christmas Eve. If you are interested,
please contact Pastor Russ of your desires. We’re looking forward to hearing YOU this holiday
season.

PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE-Saturday, December 9th
Pastor and Linda would like to invite the congregation into their home during this holiday season, look for
more details in this weekend’s bulletin.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING, Saturday, December 23rd
Immanuel’s Evangelical Committee are planning an afternoon of caroling to spread the Christmas cheer. We will
be sharing our voices with the residence of The Embers and Park View Haven. Please meet at Park View at 3:00
PM and after caroling for the residents, we’ll move to The Embers.

Children’s Christmas Program: Sunday, December 17thh at 10:00
Worship Service

The Sunday School children will be sharing the greatest story ever told. They will be sharing
the news of the season through bible verses and through songs.
Parents please plan on having your children to Sunday School at 8:45 that morning to allow
for ample time to prepare for the program. There will be no costumes that day.

Community Giving Tree at LCC Elementary Building
If you are interested in giving back to your community this year. The Giving Tree, for our local
families and friends, stands in the LCC Elementary Building. Stop in and grab an ornament for your
giving idea or suggestion. Any questions, you may call June Koester, Elementary Secretary at 402256-3730.

Funeral and Luncheon Help
Please know you are very appreciated when you say “YES”! Jacie Burbach
and/or Jodi Benson are in charge of making phone calls to find volunteers to
help with these events. If you know of a funeral going to be held for our
congregation or in our church, please feel free to contact Jacie or Jodi to volunteer your
services. Also please be aware, if you can’t be there in person, there are other ways you can
help, contact these ladies however you are able.

Holiday Activity Page

Christmas Worship Times:
December 24th, Christmas Eve Service: 7:00 PM
December 25th, Christmas Day Service: 10:00 AM

