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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK……
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
I want to begin with a brief apology to those who had birthdays and anniversaries in
March. At the end of February, I got rather busy with funerals and forgot to write and
send birthday and anniversary cards. So, please accept my apology and my belated
birthday and anniversary blessings.
EASTER! For Christian people, every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus, but there is something so special about Easter Sunday after having just walked through Holy
Week. There is a sense of joy and excitement that far exceeds most other Sundays. For that brief
moment, we pause to remember the amazing gift of grace God has given us in Jesus. A scant three
months ago, we celebrated his birth. But on this day, we celebrate the fact that God loved the world
so much that he gave us Jesus and Jesus took all of our faults, failings, and sins to the Cross with
him. Then to show the devil a thing or two, God raised Jesus from the dead! The final enemy was
conquered!
Tony Campolo is an American Baptist pastor, author, and speaker. One of his more familiar quotes is,
“It’s Friday, but Sunday’s comin’.” It has a double meaning. Good Friday was that horrific day when
Jesus submitted to God and was killed. From Friday sometime after 3:00 p.m. until Sunday morning,
sometime after midnight, Jesus was in the tomb and the disciples were scared and disillusioned.
Then Sunday morning came and the tomb was empty and Jesus appeared, first to the women and
then to the disciples. The other meaning is that we now are living between Friday and Sunday. Jesus
has “ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.” Because he has not
returned as quickly as we had hoped or expected, we too are, perhaps, scared and often
disillusioned. And some make a business of predicting his return and spreading falsehoods about
how it is to happen.
Jesus made it clear that he would return, someday. He made it just as clear that even he didn’t know
when that return would happen. In the Acts of the Apostles, the angels answered this business of
worrying about when Jesus would return: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come int eh same way as you
saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) Jesus himself gave us our marching orders: “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
As our numbers decline due to death, I’ve found great hope in the fact that our worship attendance
numbers are not declining. What that says to me is that you are grounded in the marching orders to
continue sharing the Good News of Jesus, indeed you are grounded in Jesus. You are continuing to
invite folks to become a part of this community of faith. You are continuing to support this community
of faith with your tithes and offerings.
Let us march forward, keeping our focus on Jesus and his Good News. “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s
comin’.”
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Pr. Russ+
Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting
March 19,2018

Respectfully submitted by Jo Ann Rathgeber, Council Secretary, pending approval at April Council meeting.
Members present: Pastor Russ Lambert, Chairman Jeff Hansen, Herb Bose, Bill Hefner, Alisha Stone, Sheri Krei, Amy Hall
and Jo Ann Rathgeber. Also present was Angie Hall.
Chairman Jeff Hansen called meeting to order. Pastor Russ led us in devotions.
Revised Constitution voted on at September congregational meeting has been approved by Synod. Please let the office
know if you would like a copy of this revised constitution.
Luther League report presented by Noah Stone. Luther League will be leading sunrise services on Easter Sunday.
League requests loose change & cash from Sunrise services be contributed to Luther League funds. MSC to approve this
request.
Consent Agenda Reports reviewed. Discussion on time of service of Saturday evening worship. 5:30pm time was
discussed. Will ask for congregational input. Saturday service time remains at 7:00 pm at this time.
Property Committee continues to look at options for windows in Narthex. Also looking at changing the light fixture globes in
Narthex.
Evangelism Committee reports a successful Chile cook off. Continuing to make plans for end of Sunday School on April 29,
2018.
MSC Agenda items.
Treasurers report reviewed. Approval tabled until next month when report is complete.
ILCW report continued plans for Spring Gathering on April, 28, 2018 at Immanuel. Circles may be in need of additional help
for tasks.
Old Business: Council asking ushers to assist with changing numbers on Hymnal board for Saturday and Sunday services
and also for funerals. Tolling bell to rung by ushers while casket is being wheeled to front of church and following funeral
service when the organist begins to play. Amy reports she is continuing to complete grant applications for AED.
New Business: Letters received from Lutheran Outdoor Ministry & Nebraska Synod thanking Immanuel for our support.
Pastor Russ has placed hand sanitizers in the back 8 pews for congregation use.
Mowing bids reviewed. MSC to accept the following bids: Jeremy & Heather Hall family bid of $425.00 per mowing of
cemetery. Halls will donate one mowing without charge. Request to post request for removal of Memorial Day
decorations by June 5th. Jay Hall family bid of $40.00 per mowing to mow church yard including applying of weed and feed.
Jeff Hall family bid of $40.00 per mowing of parsonage yard. Parsonage yard to be bagged. Jeff Hansen to notify all parties
of accepted bids.
Council members reviewed letter to be sent to family members requesting support for cemetery upkeep at Lawn Ridge.
Good response to this was received last year.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.
Closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

April Birthdays and Anniversaries:

The next meeting will be held on Monday, April 16, 2018 at 7:00pm.

April 30 Caden Heithold
April 30 Donald Jorgensen
April 30 Ron Jorgensen

Birthdays:

April 09 Berdine Brunssen
April 09 Landon Jansen
April 10 Annastyn Hall
Anniversaries:
April 12 Allison Puppe
April 04 Terry & Sandy Wilkerson
April 13 Aaron Colwell
April 05 Clifford & Jean Peck
April 13 Becky Graham
April 07 Craig & Terry Ebberson
April 16 Mark Hansen
April 15 Jerry & Marilyn Puppe
April 17 John Wood
April 19 Wayne & Norma Jean Vogle
April 17 Gary Frerichs
April 20 Mike & Denise Olsen
April 22 Annette Sudbeck
April 23 Paul & Shirley Korth
April 22 Jeremy Hall
April 26 Kelly & Denise Naslund
April 23 Todd Hahne
April 28 Duane & Leona Heithold
April 26 Mary Kock
April 26 Bob Yost
If your name was omitted or a correction needs to be made in this list of birthdays and anniversaries, please contact the
church office at 283-4361.

Prayer Concerns:
Chuck Rygiel, Betty Heitman, Gloria Brummels, Darlene Jorgensen, Lee
Ann Thomas, Shirley Korth, Linda Lambert, Julie Stone, Sandie Stone,
Betty Beltz, Diane Bolin, Gary Frerichs, Trevor Hallman, Wendy Pick, Gary
Jansen, Dora Hansen, Myrna Collins, Ashley Lynn Schmit, Jackson
Graham, Virginia Avenell, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs,
Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health concerns.

April Circle News
Grace Circle will meet April 10, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the
church.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess: Leona Heithold
April 18th-PVH Birthday Parties
Peace Circle will meet April 11, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The
Embers.
Bible Study: Pastor Russell Lambert
Hostess:
Helen Hansen
Stewardship project for March will be Quilts or Monetary.

Daughters of the Spirit
Will be the theme of this year’s spring gathering. The Northeast Conference Spring Gathering will
be taking place here at Immanuel on April 28th. Registration begins at 8:30 AM that morning with a
closing service by 3:30 PM. Registration forms are on the narthex table and do by April 21, 2018.

Special Guest: Betty Heier will share the trials and triumphs of dealing with cancer from a
caretaker’s perspective.
Front Porch Pickers will be a special musical entertainment.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
ILCW is in need of volunteers to help with hosting the Spring Conference. Please consider
assisting and also enjoying the fellowship of area women. Contact the church office or Mary
Kock, ILCW chairperson, if you are willing to assist.

Thank Yous:

The Evangelism Committee would like to thank all the support they had with the Chili CookOff. This committee strives to bring Immanuel together through fellowship and fun events.
Everyone had a good time with all the different flavors.
The Luther League would like to express their greatest gratitude to the congregation in
supporting them this Easter season. They enjoy being part of this church family and feel
honored to serve. They would also like to thank you for joining them for their Easter
breakfast.

Save The Date:
Confirmation Sunday will be held on
May 6th
End of Year Sunday School Celebration
April 29th will be the end of Sunday School this year
Parish Ed will be hosting a noon meal for everyone in the congregation with a free will offering
which will go to support our Sunday School. We are asking everyone to bring a salad or a
dessert that will go along with our chili dogs and hot dogs for the 11:30 meal.
The bounce house will be set up on the church lawn with other afternoon entertainment planned.
Bring your lawn chairs to enjoy the children celebrate their year of learning about our Lord.

Attendents of the 2017-18 Sunday School Year: Kayton Hall
Kolby Hansen, Jackson Hall, Lily Fox, Aric Hall, Baylie Rickard, Kennedy Hall, Anderson Hall,
Lexie Hansen, Emily Lubberstedt, Kody Bartling, Ryleigh Loberg, Connor Sovereign , Gus
Nasland, Kylie Ross, Axel Sudbeck, Gabe Sovereign, Madison Ross, Colton Cavanaugh, Cody
Cavanaugh, Hayden Cavanaugh
Thanks to Tina Nasland, Jeff Hall, Robyn Hansen, and Valerie Sovereign for helping to teach
the lessons we have learned this year!

